[Leukinferon in combined therapy for acute pulmonary tuberculosis].
Experiments on 140 CBA and C57BL/6 mice and studies of 163 patients with acute pulmonary tuberculosis have indicated that leukinferon has a immunomodulating effect on morphological reactions in the lung and on the clinical course of the disease. They have shown that leukinferon plays an important role in the activation of exudate macrophages and in the acceleration of their differentiation in experimental tuberculosis and that there is a rapid elimination of Mycobacterium tuberculosis from the involved organs without production of the L-forms of the causative agent when immunomodulation is used. At months 2-3, the patients with acute pulmonary tuberculosis showed the accelerated processes of detoxification, abacillation, infiltrate resolution, and decay cavity closure during hemo- and immunomodulation with the normalized production of cytokines (gamma-interferon and tumor necrosis factor-alpha). During 6-month therapy, a severe pulmonary process was arrested in 84% of cases and some patients were operated on (76% in the comparison group). The morphological effect of leukinferon was to increase mononuclear infiltration and to normalize a lung connective tissue response, by further decreasing the rate of inflammation.